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OPINION

DAVE GRANLUND, POLITICALCARTOONS.COM

Steve Bannon — the loathed archi-
tect of President Trump’s alt-right hate
machine, Breitbart lies, racism, misog-
yny and Twitter thug troll factory — is
banished to political Siberia. 

Bannon is a deplorable human being
who has no business being in a position
of power or having the ear of any law-
maker. But as deplorable as he may be,
his destruction by Trump and the syco-
phantic army Bannon helped incubate
should frighten every American. Why?
Because it’s not why he was taken
down and kicked to the curb.

The former top campaign strategist,
former National Security Council mem-
ber (appointed by Trump) and former
Breitbart News chairman has been giv-
en the heave-ho by pretty much the en-
tire Trump establishment. Yet just days
ago, he was king and kingmaker, sec-
ond only to Trump, and viewed by
many as Trump’s Svengali.

At Breitbart, Bannon created an on-
line haven — a fertile safe space — for
white nationalists and anti-Semites.
Then he mobilized them behind a reali-
ty show host/failed casino owner/con-
spiracy theorist buffoon who won the
GOP nomination, largely because his
clown show was ratings gold.

Bannon openly campaigned to tear
down American institutions, the Re-
publican Party and the government.
His white nationalism was first ig-
nored, then tolerated and even wel-
comed by some. When Trump brought
him to the White House, his appoint-
ment was cheered by leaders of the Ku
Klux Klan, the American Nazi Party and
other white nationalist groups. 

Backed by the power of enormous
amounts of money from the uber-
wealthy Mercers, Bannon and Breitbart
were being normalized. They worked to
normalize Trump.

Bannon is now ruined because, in a
few moments of uncharacteristic
truth-telling to Fire and Fury author
Michael Wolff, he shared the identical
sentiments as his colleagues and most
of his fellow citizens. He described the
suspicions and assumptions that near-
ly all of Washington, the press corps,

Congress and many Americans share:
that Trump knew full well his relatives
and staff were meeting in Trump Tower
with the Russians to get dirt on Hillary
Clinton. 

Let that sink in for a moment. When
Bannon promoted white nationalism,
misogyny, an accused child molester,
severe online bullying and conspiracy
theories, he was a king to the right-
wing media, Trump and most of the Re-
publicans in Congress. But when he
dared to tell the truth, when confirma-
tion from an insider could help save the
country from danger, Bannon was cut
out like a member of Tony Soprano’s
“family” who turned state’s evidence. 

It’s one thing for Trump to cut ties to
Bannon. But the wholesale embracing
of Bannon’s political slaughter by con-
servative institutions for this, rather
than for his past sins, is quite another.

Dropped by the Mercers and Breit-
bart, Bannon is now a man without a
country, friends or home. That conveys
an ominous message: Do not criticize
this president or you will be destroyed. 

It doesn’t matter who is the target, or
that our disgust with Bannon is appro-
priate and well-earned. The swiftness
and robot-like precision with which
Trump’s allies dislodged their lips from
Bannon’s MAGA derriere, so they could
effectively reach for their shivs upon
orders from Trump, is chilling. 

Not one White House staffer has
publicly questioned whether Bannon’s
words rang true. Not one Republican
senator has suggested publicly that
perhaps we should pay heed to Ban-
non’s words to Wolff. No one at Breit-
bart, or the Mercers, or the Republican
National Committee or even Bannon’s
Gilligan to his Skipper, Corey Lewan-
dowski, seems curious about what
Bannon said — and if it’s true, what
danger the country may be in. The only
concern is to protect and cover for
Trump at all costs. 

Even so, Bannon and others who
“know too much” can be dangerous to a
president with a few too many secrets.
Trump would be wise to heed this ad-
vice: Never put anyone in a position
where they’ve got nothing left to lose. 

Cheri Jacobus, a member of USA TO-
DAY’s Board of Contributors, is a Re-
publican consultant and commentator
and president of Capitol Strategies PR.
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USA TODAY’s article “Confidential
deals can obscure sexual misconduct
allegations against doctors” didn’t sur-
prise or shock us. 

Unfortunately, the exact opposite is
true. Working in the fields of sexual
trauma, sex addiction and sexual of-
fending in Los Angeles means that we
come in contact with individuals on a
daily basis who engage in destructive
and sometimes illegal sexual behavior. 

A great deal of this behavior occurs
either in the workplace or offsite be-
tween a powerful representative of
management and an employee, or a cli-
ent or patient of the organization. 

Luckily, if the perpetrator is coming
to see us, it most probably means that
his employer (or perhaps his family, or
both) has decided to handle the problem
head on by being above board and mak-
ing sure the offending party gets treat-
ment. When that is the case, we can
make great strides and short-circuit the
cycle of relapse and recidivism. 

Unfortunately, this is often not the
case since the employer has decided to
cover for the employee to “protect” the
organization and bury the facts behind
layers of legal maneuvering. In that sce-
nario, the behavior is usually repeated
and the world of hurt continues. The or-
ganization loses the confidence of the
community, thwarting its attempts at
proactive damage control, hurting
many and perpetuating the problem.

We urge large organizations to in-
stead dedicate their time, effort, re-
sources and reputations to defending

victims by treating the perpetrator. Only
in that way is there a real chance to at-
tain honesty, protection and healing.
Kate Balestrieri, co-founder
Lauren Dummit, co-founder
Triune Therapy Group 
Los Angeles

Organizations can defend victims of sexual misconduct by treating the perpetrator
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The independence of the Justice De-
partment is so important to the work-
ings of democracy that even a hint of
meddling from the White House can be
enough to stir a scandal.

In 2006, the abrupt firing of seven
U.S. attorneys — the lead federal prose-
cutors in several jurisdictions —
prompted the resignation of Attorney
General Alberto Gonzales and embar-
rassed President George W. Bush. 

A decade later, former president Bill
Clinton caused a public uproar when he
met privately on a plane waiting on a
tarmac with Attorney General Loretta
Lynch at a time when the FBI was in-
vestigating his wife’s email practices.

Today, those episodes appear quaint
compared with a president who has no
qualms saying that the chief law en-
forcement agency is there to do his per-
sonal bidding. “I have (an) absolute
right to do what I want to do with the
Justice Department,” President Trump
recently told The New York Times.

On Wednesday, he turned his atten-
tion to the courts and the law. In the
space of a few hours, he smeared the
federal court system as “broken and
unfair” and the nation’s libel laws as “a
sham and a disgrace.” Why? Because
the courts and the law are standing in
the way of what he wants. 

A federal judge in California on
Tuesday put on hold the president’s
plan to end a program that shields
800,000 young immigrants from de-
portation. And under the nation’s libel
laws, which protect freedom of the
press, Trump failed in an attempt last
week to block publication of a scathing
new book about him. 

Such attacks on the rule of law are
more befitting a wannabe dictator than
the president of a free country. By put-
ting political pressure on the Justice
Department, Trump strikes at the heart
of its mission to prosecute crimes and
uphold the law without fear or favor. It
was bad enough when, during the 2016
campaign, Trump called his opponent
“crooked Hillary” and basked in the
crowds’ chants of “lock her up.” Now
that he is president, such comments
are even more disturbing.

The president has interfered by both
word and deed numerous times in the
workings of the Justice Department,
the parent agency of the FBI:

❚ Trump has repeatedly suggest-
ed that the department target his polit-
ical adversaries. “Why aren’t they going
after Hillary Clinton?” Trump won-
dered in November. This month, he
tweeted that the Justice Department
was part of the “deep state,” a repre-
hensible and absurd insult, and that

Clinton aide Huma Abedin should be
jailed after classified emails were found
on the laptop of Abedin’s estranged
husband. Ummm, is the president
aware that in this country, people have
to be investigated, charged, tried in
court and found guilty before they’re
sent to prison?

❚ Former FBI director James Co-
mey testified last year that Trump de-
manded loyalty and that after he de-
murred, the president fired him. Man-
hattan’s former top federal prosecutor,
Preet Bharara, says he was fired after
Trump made three phone calls to Bhar-
ara, who feared those calls would raise
questions of impropriety. Afterward,
Trump interviewed a candidate to suc-
ceed Bharara, as well as a candidate for
the chief federal prosecutor job in
Washington. While no law bars such in-
terviews, and lawyers with political ties
to the party in power are often nomi-
nated, presidents have generally kept
hands off to prevent even the appear-
ance of impropriety. Not Trump. His in-
terviews are all the more troubling be-
cause prosecutors in these jurisdic-
tions could end up investigating his
presidency or his family’s businesses.

❚ Last March, Trump, using the
White House counsel as go-between,
tried to prevent Attorney General Jeff
Sessions from recusing himself from
the investigation into Russian med-
dling in the 2016 election, months be-
fore the inquiry was turned over to spe-
cial counsel Robert Mueller, according
to a recent Times report. Trump “erupt-
ed in anger” after learning that Ses-
sions would recuse, saying he expected
the attorney general to protect him.

Protecting the president is not part
of the attorney general’s job descrip-
tion. In fact, during confirmation hear-
ings, Sessions was repeatedly asked
whether he could rein in the president
if he veered from the law, and Sessions
pledged he would be able to “say no” if
necessary.

Trump isn’t the first president to at-
tempt to wield power over the nation’s
chief law enforcement agency. John F.
Kennedy named his brother as attorney
general. Richard Nixon tried to get his
attorney general to fire the first Water-
gate special prosecutor. The attorney
general resigned rather than obey, and
Nixon’s presidency ended badly. 

The nation’s respect for the law has
already been damaged by Trump’s
frightening attempts to demand loyal-
ty, direct prosecutions, and smear
judges and courts. That cloud will re-
main until the president starts acting
like this is a democracy, not a banana
republic.

Our view: Trump steps up
attacks on the rule of law

President Trump and Attorney General Jeff Sessions at the FBI National
Academy graduation ceremony last month. EVAN VUCCI, AP
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